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Post-colonial Literature
Things fall Apart
My main focus was paragraph one of page three under the chapter one of the book “Things Fall Apart.” In this passage, the author introduces the readers to Okonkwo, who is an eighteen-year-old man famous in his village and beyond for being the first-ever to overthrow the best wrestler Amalinze the cat who has held his position for seven years in a row. Before being beaten by Okonkwo, the great wrestler Amalinze was referred to as the cat because his back never touched the ground when he was in the fighting arena (Chinua, 1958). The village elders described the fight between Okonkwo and Amalinze the cat as one of the fiercest ever witnessed in the village. What I notice about the passage overall is that it introduces us to the character of Okonkwo clearly and simply. The passage portrays Okonkwo as a young and strong man who gains popularity in his village and other parts of his region after winning a wrestling match against Amalinze, the cat who has held his winner title for seven years undefeated.
This passage challenges colonial understanding of Igbo culture by trying to explain the relevance of wrestling and why it is an important aspect of Igbo culture. Unlike the colonial belief that the Igbo people indulge in fights amongst each other due to their wild nature, the passage draws some light on the essence of wrestling in the Igbo culture. The winner of the wrestling match is seen as a symbol of strength and bravery in their village and in other villages beyond their area.
This passage connects to the concept of post-colonialism, as discussed in Loomba’s article. The passage talks about the valorization of the Igbos' cultural identity in their eyes. The Igbo community members valued wrestling as part of their cultural identity, yet the colonialists perceived the cultural practice as them being savages/ uncivilized.
 The passage reveals the theme of strength. Strength is shown to be one of the essential values for a person to gain popularity in the Igbo culture. There is also the use of a metaphor as an element of fiction in the passage. The phrase Amalinze, the cat, is used to refer to the great fighter because his back has never touched the ground during a fight, similar to how a cat always lands on its feet. The drums and flutes used during the wrestling match indicate how Chinua Achebe's writing is post-colonial.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The God of Small Things
The story of the God of Small Things is centered on the wealthy Christian family Ayemenem who live in a small town in India (Roy, 2001). The book tells the story of seven-year-old twins who live in an extended family. The twin's grandmother is said to have been married to an Imperial Entomologist who cruelly beats her up most of the time. As time passes, the husband dies but leaves the grandmother blind. 
The book goes ahead to explain how the twin's lives are affected by different factors and experiences, including the laws of love. One of the main themes that come up in the story is social class, wealth, and status. There is a rift between the social class of landlords and laborers. The landlords hold a higher social status and are respected, while the laborers hold a lesser social status and are despised. The other theme that comes up strongly in the story is that of family and social obligation; the book talks about different complicated relationships and how they affect the different family members, especially among the Ipe family.
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